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Dear Governor Early: 

June 22, we discussed the possibility of an inspection of the open underground 
mine workings (NJ-45, P-10 and P-13 Mines) at the Jackpile-Paguate Mine by rep
resentatives of the Pueblo of Laguna. As I noted, the extent of such an inspec
tion could be restricted by hazardous conditions in the mine workings, primarily 
those due to unstable ground and high radiation levels (radon gas]. 

June 24, I met with Mr. Tom Castor, Supervisory Mining Inspector with the Mine 
-Safety and Health Administration {MSHA)~"imttbuquerque, to discuss alternative 
procedures for em underground inspection. According to Mr. Castor, ideal con
ditions for the inspection would require reestablishment of the mines' venti
lation systeins to assure safe radiation levels. 1 explained that with current 
conditions at the mines, this could involve a low to moderate expense for the 
NJ-45 and P-13 Mines and an excessive expense for the P-10 Mine depending on 
the extent of the inspection. I also explained that cost is an important con
sideration in the inspection effort because the inspection is only for observa
tion and not mapping, sampling, etc. 

I suggested the use of self-contained breathing apparatus to protect peurticipanti 
from high radon gas concentrations during the inspectionr^—Mr;—Castor does not 
favor this procedure because the use of this equipment is uncomfortable and 
limited and requires treaned personnel. Furthermore, the avedlability of this 
type of equipment could also be limited. 

Mr. Castor suggested the use of respirators with sampling of the mines' atmos
pheres to assure that the respirators provide participemts with adequate pro
tection against radon gas. Mr. Castor also volunteered to provide the neces
sary samplijig equipment and trained personnel to assist with this procedure. 
Mr. Castor also pointed out that personnel with experience in underground 
mining should be included in the inspection to watch for unstable ground and 
other possible hazards. 

At this time, Z do not believe that reestablishment of the mines' ventilation 
systems or the use of self-contained breathing apparatus are feasible. How
ever, if you wish, I will contact Anaconda Minerals Con^any about the details 
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